This short handbook, published last year, purports to update haematologists and transplant physicians on recent advances in BMT. Given the seemingly unavoidable delays in publishing books, can a book ever achieve this goal? For example, in the chapter on unrelated donor (UD) BMT, in the section on CML there is no mention of STI571 (Glivec), the development of which has resulted in many patients with this disease deferring transplant.
Many of the nine chapters deserve individual mention. The chapter on gene transfer, written by Von Kalle and Mertelsmann, can only be admired for its technical thoroughness. The lack of real clinical achievement in this field is accurately portrayed. The Seattle UD-BMT team have written a chapter on the 'true indications' for this procedure. This is, in fact, a difficult task. What we know about UD-BMT is clearly stated, but there is insufficient comparison of the results of UD-BMT with alternative therapies. For example, the management of a patient with AML in CR2 is a subject of considerable controversy; this chapter does not compare the results of UD-BMT with autologous stem cell transplantation (SCT), it does not mention the role of CR1 duration, patient age, degree of match, CMV status, etc, in reaching a decision.
Butrynski and Matthews' discussion of tagged antibodies is particularly strong. Carella and Giralt's chapter on nonmyeloblative SCT suffers from being written at a time before we understand the role of these procedures, and appreciate their toxicity. The lack of mature data, re complete (or molecular) remissions, makes it difficult to determine their curative potential; the problems of infection and dealing with GVHD in older patients are not discussed.
Other sections that I found particularly useful included Stiff's discussion of the hard to mobilise donor, Molina and Storb's chapter on haemopoietic SCT in older individuals and Dreyer and Schmitz' description of the effects of G-CSF on normal allogeneic donors.
Overall, this book is a solid endeavour, with chapters on areas of topical interest written by acknowledged experts in their fields. This book is 217 pages long, is extensively referenced and reasonably well indexed. Perhaps it is reassuring to find that because the field of BMT is sufficiently rapidly moving, it only partly succeeds in its aim of being truly up to date.
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